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him to the king, his highness then being in the town of Medina
del Campo. The king, practising his usual humanity and virtue,
not only liberated him, but ordered him to be honourably
clothed and mounted, and sent him to Portugal

86. COMMAND OF THE SHIPS TO GO ON THIS RAID TO BE
GIVEN TO CARLOS DE VALERA. KING FERDINAND TO
Mos&sr DIEGO DE VALERA. BURGOS* 26 MAY 1476*.
Mosen Diego de Valera. While I was in Madrigal, I received
your letter, which was brought by your messenger, and I was
very pleased to learn from it of all the things which have hap-
pened on the sea, and of the victory, which Our Lord was
pleased to give us over the people and fleet of the Portuguese,
and of how well your son, Charles, had conducted himself in
the matter; and it is good to think that he could not have done
it, if he had not had so valiant and virtuous a father. Your mes-
senger could not be despatched, because the giving of the cap-
taincy, for which you asked, is the right of the admiral and not
mine. Afterwards, I came to Valladolid, where I was detained
only for a short while, and the said admiral came there; and I
at once asked him to give the captaincy to your son, as you had
asked for it, and he agreed to do it, and it was then understood
that he would make the necessary arrangements. After coming
to this city, I received your other letter by a messenger from
Diego de Herrera, and the matters therein have been fully
arranged. I ask and command you always to inform me of every-
thing which happens, and I shall thereby receive a signal service,
From Burgos, on 26 May of the year 76 [1476].
I the king,
By command of the king. Caspar de Aryno.
contemporaries credited him with the discovery of some of the islands of
Cape Verde. He received the captaincy of Santiago island from King AiTunso
V, and with his brother Bartholomew, and his nephew, Raphael, settled at
Ribeira Grande. He was still captain in 1476, but he died in, or before, 1497,
In the latter year, part of the island was granted to his daughter, Dona Branca
d'Aguiar.
1 Boletin de la Red Academa de la Historia, JLXIV (19x4), 368, Translated.